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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this independent study is to study the meaning of “Salt of the
World in Matthew 5:13” according to the understanding of the Jewish community. This
saying of Jesus is recorded only once in the Bible; it is interesting to follow and find
the deeper meaning why Jesus Christ compared His disciples to the salt of the world.
The group of Jewish believers who read the Book of Matthew in those days was a
minority community living among many people with different beliefs, languages, and
traditions. Being the “Salt of the World” in their own community meant a lot to these
Jewish believers. Therefore, the study aims to determine the meaning and significance
of this saying to Jewish believers at that time. Documentary research methodology was
used by collecting and studying the meanings of the scripture and related verses, social
context, culture, beliefs, lifestyle, and literary context of the relevant scriptures.
Content analysis was used to find the true meaning. The study shows that the Jewish
community’s understanding of “Being the Salt of the World” has 5 meanings:
seasoning: the believer has to influence the world by making it alive, preserving: making
the world better, offering: surrender all things to God, everlasting: the salt indicates
the covenant that God has made with this people that will never change, and finally
suffering: the salt reminds them that the result of disobedience to God is suffering and

cursing.
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Payap University Research Ethics Cormittee has exempted the above research protocol
which has been reviewed and approved based on internationat guidelines for human research
protection including the Declaration of Helsinki, international Conference on Harmonization in

Gaood Clinical Practice (ICH-GCP) and the Belmont Report.

& 2

(Assoc.Prof. Anake Chitkesorn)

Signed

Chairperson, Research Ethics Committee,

Payap University
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