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ABSTRACT

This independent study is documentary research that aims to explore
literature related to ministry to the poor and guidelines for ministering to the poor in
the Thai context. This research surveys as well as categorizes and analyzes data from
40 sources related to ministry to the poor that includes principles, guidelines, and
goals of ministering to the poor. The researcher has compiled both Thai and foreign
literature from 26 Christian organizations and 14 government and private agencies.

From the study, it was found that the important principles and
guidelines for ministering to the poor in Thailand can be summarized in 10 principles:
1) knowing the poor 2) knowing the problems of the poor 3) responding to their needs
4) assessing the resources for helping the poor 5) representing the poor in society 6)
be open to working with other organizations 7) integrating physical and spiritual
assistance 8) emphasizing sustainable assistance 9) providing stable jobs and
opportunities for business and 10) leading the poor to Christ and spiritual growth. The
researchers also found that there are many principles for helping the poor, but the
most important principle that appears in every literature is knowing the poor.

The researcher sincerely hopes that this independent study will enable
churches, organizations, and foundations to apply the above principles in various

contexts so that their ministry to the poor will be more effective.
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