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ABSTRACT

This independent study has the objective of studying the form,
composition and suidelines of raising children to discover family patterns that
influence children to become full time ministers and disciples. It is a case study of
ministers aged 35-50 years old in the Church of Christ in Thailand. It is hoped that
the results of this research will contribute to and support both regional and local
churches in Thailand to realize the importance of the family in raising children who
become disciples who serve God full time, and will participate in the creation of
more disciples who serve God full time.

The informants in this independent study are 15 full-time ministers aged
35-50 years in the Church of Christ in Thailand. The population and sample groups
were chosen by purposive sampling. The researcher collected the data by
interviewing ministers in full-time ministry in churches, departments, schools,
hospitals, and seminaries. The researcher took notes while using voice recorders to
record data in the interview and analyzed the data by adding codes categorized
according to each issue.

The research found three dimensions of family nurture that influence the
children’s development into full time minister-disciples: 1) Forward dimension that
supports children to move forward according to identity, and the way in which the
family's main directions have been laid down. 2) Inward dimension that creates
depth within the life of a child. It is creating a spiritual life, builds life discipline, and a
calling to serve God, so that the child's inner self was created. 3) Upward dimension
with the transmission of doctrine in the Bible, doctrine for life, and doctrine for
service to the Lord. This results in children growing in beliefs for living and for serving
God, as well as growing up into the fullness of Jesus Christ, which leads to being a

disciple who serves God full time.
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