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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to construct a contextually relevant theology of
nature conservation, which in this study is built upon the foundation of the Bible. The
present study uses three different sources as study material. These are the Biblical
truths, foundational teaching of some relevant past and contemporary theologians,
and results of studies of selected scholars on nature conservation in Thai context.
Since the author of this study hails from the Lahu people, the study pays special
attention to the context of the Lahu people. Based on the three above-mentioned
sources of this study, we conclude that there are three different factors that contribute
to destruction of nature in Thailand in general, and within the Lahu people’s
community in particular. These three factors are 1) destruction of nature based on
necessity of everyday life, 2) destruction of nature because of consumerism, 3)
destruction of nature based on erroneous understanding of religion.

On the other hand, the present study also shows that both Thai society at large
and the Lahu communities in particular have an ability to respond to the destruction
of nature in four different ways. These are 1) A response based on the believe in the
creator-God, 2) a response which is based on the guidelines of the Thai society, 3) a
response based on the traditional wisdom of the Lahu people, and 4) a response of

the church.
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